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In Spite of Higher Assess-
ment.

RATE 1PER CENT LESS THAN 1

$66,649.80 is the Total Tax for the
Four Wards

As previously reported in the Re-
cord the tax assessment for this year
will be much higher than it was for
last year, but this large increase will
of course be offset to a large extent
by a much decreased tax rate, so that
in reality the amount which is to be
raised in Alma for 1914 is actually less
than was raised last year by taxes.

In 1913 $73,124.83 was the total tax
excepting small special assessments
which were made for special services.
This year the corresponding amount
will be $66,649.80, Taxes will be
nearly seven thousand dollars less this
year than last. In 1913 the rate was
234.05 on every $1,000 of property,
personal or real, this year it is to be
$24.06. Thus they will be practically
one percent less, The taxes are divid-
ed by wards as follows:

First Ward.

Total ASS™ .ovevrrrrrecrnnreronnn $802,620.00
Tobil TRY . i immpiiond A IR 1D
Second Ward.

Total Ass't cirnninnnnes. $975,110.00

Total Tax e $923,461.16

Third Ward.

Total Ass't .§314,365.00

Total Tax : £7,563.63
Fourth Ward.

Total Ass't o $668,056.00

Total Tax ... - e 215,832.82

For the whole city of Alma the as-
sessment and total tax would be:
Tota]l Ass't 3?2."7".15[]‘”“
Total Tax . 206,649.80

The second board of equalization for
the county met at Ithaca last weck
and completed their work Satur-
day night, and forwarded the tax lists
to the city clerks and township clerks.
These are being prepared and will be
ready within a short time.

The Board made only one change 4n
the whole list of Alma properiy as-
sessments, raising the total of the
third ward by a scant five dollars.
This in a total aszessment of the whole
of over two and three quarter million
dollars is rather small,

Ellison's Grocery Display Window a
Model of Good Taste.

Ellizon's Grocery and Mr. Lawrence
Ellison in particular are to be con-
gratulated upon the appearance of the
three windows which face on Superior
and State streets, and which contain
very artistic and attractive displays.
One window contains a fine display of
a #taple table delicacy, with which Mr.
Elligon received some assistance from
the representative of the firm, but the
decorating on the other two windows
wns done entirely by himself, and

would rank with the best which large |

dealers in the big cities have done in
their show windows.

It is & marked asset to a business
firm these days to possess a display
man with the ahility of Mr. Ellison.
However, his work is rivalled by other
dealers in the city, for advertising
preparations for the holiday trade
were never more complete or more
tastily done than they have been this
year.

RED CROSS FUND,

THE RED CROSS Fund for the aid
of suffering Europe, is established in
Alma. The first order of yarn is here
and the committee is at work distrib-
uting it. However, more money is
needed to carry on the work.

The season for giving and receiving
is close at hand and here in peaceful
America we cannot imagine the sor-
row and .desolation of thousands who
need our aid. Won't you sacrifice
something and help in the greatest
need the world has ever known?

Please make this a personal mat-
ter. Even the smallest contribution
will be appreciated.

Fund boxes have been placed in the
drug-stores, East-Side Grocery and
c!l‘.'pnt.

Yarn, needles and instructions will
be furnished free to any willing to knit
or crochet. People living outside of
Alma are especially urged to help.

Knitted and erochetod articles and
money will be sent from Alma to RED
CROSS HEADQUARTERS on Janu-
ary lst, 1915,

BERNIECE POLLASKY, First Ward.
MARY SHARP, Second Ward.
SADIE MESSINGER, Third Ward.
ELIZABETH KING, Fourth Ward.

OBITUARY.

Robert C., the eldest child of Mr.
and Mrs. Willam Stitt, was born in
Newark township, June 13, 1881 and
died at the home of his parents, Nov.
24, 1914, at the age of 33 years after a
number of years of suffering. He had
been an invalid for the past four
years in which he bore with great pa-
tience his suffering, :

He leaves a mother, father, two sis-
ters, Mrs, Luar Cumberworth, and
Mary, two brothers, R. K. Stitt of
Bay City and T. B, Stitt of Gwinn.

Robert was a young man of ster-
ling worth and excellent character
with a disposition full of sunshine.
With a pleasant word for everyone
he made friends wherever he went.
Though cut off in the prime of early
manhood his influence will be felt for
years to come by those whose pleas-
ure it was to know him in life, as he
was & man in whose word implicit con-
fidence was placed and whose daily
life was above reproach or eriticism.
The flowers were beautiful and were
sent by the I. 0. 0. F, of Alma and
Pompeii, T. B. and B. N. Creaser of
Middleton; from the freshman class
of Alma college, Philomatheans and
from friends and neighbors,

The funeral was held at the house
Thursday at 10 o'clock, conducted by
Rev. Food of M. E. of St. and under
the order of 1. 0, O, F. The remains
were laid to rest in the Fulton Cen-
ter cemetery., The whole family re-
ceive, the sympathy of the entire com-
munity.

HANGE HEETNG N

K.of P. Meet Every Thurs-
day Evening Instead of
Monday

SNGUET BNEN B-WEEKLY

Each Committee will Serve One Ban-
quet During Winter

By n vote of the Knights of Pythias
lodge at the last meeting it wans decid-
ed to change the night of meeting from
Monday night of each week to Thurs-
day night of ‘each wedk and the mem-
bers notified of the change., As
the long here and the
time for #wid lodge work and good so-
cial time: 2 at hand, the following
propositip. bas been decided upon and

wWere

AVEnings are

During the past four years, or since
the national census was taken in 1910,
Alma has increased in population 50
per cent., and at present the popula-
tion is four thousand three hundred
and sixty-nine. During the month of
September Mr. E. E. Pettyjohn in be-
half of the Alma Record, vi%ited ev-
ery home in the city and gathered
accurate data as to the number of
persons living in Alma and the num-
ber of homes where the Record makes
its weekly visit. The Record goes in-
to over five out of eight homes in Alma,
and at present has the biggest circula-
tion it has ever had in its history.

The First ward is the big ward in
Alma at present, for in respect to
population it is larger than all other
three wards put together and it is
nearly as large as the whole city of
Alma was four years ago when the
national census was taken. There are
twenty-two hundred eighty-three peo-
ple in that one section of the city
alone. The second ward is about one-
third as large, having a pepulation of
seven hundred fifty-three and is fol-
lowed very closely by the Fourth
ward, which contains as residents sev-
en hundred thirty-nine. The Third
ward is the smallest of the four wards,
for it has only five hundred ninety-
four.

Probably those who are seeking
empty houses for purchase or for rent
can say the most about the scarcity of
them, for it was found by accurate
count that there are just thirty-one
houses in the city which are vacant,
though there are eight hundred forty
all together, In other words, ninety-
gix per cent of the houses are flled.
The same ward which has outdistan-
ced the other wards so far in the mat-
ter of population, the Fourth, is also
the one which has the most vacant
homes, there being twelve in that
ward., The Second ward has but three,
the Third seven, and the Fourth ward
nine.

Though ward which is

the First

M. A. Medler, Vint Richards, F, H,
Rowland, Cariyle Walker, Fred Elii-
cott, Jas. McFaul, B. N, MeCullough,
J. E. Fuller,

Harry
Sartor,

No. 8.—Carl Walthers, C. B. Gard.

,\Iif-u:'l., Will ‘an”;tlﬂl, J. F.

put in H]M:I’.'.'!jll!i.
The membership of the lodge living
in and near the city have been lii\'ith:d‘

into ten committees of ten members
each, and ecah committee is to fur-
nish and prepare a fine banguet and

entertainment during the next six

monthe, - The first banquet is to be
given Thursday night, Dec. 10, which
is the annunl election night. After

the ten committees had been appoint-
ed, numbers were drawn Lo see when
each committee’s turn entertain
should be, with the following results,
| A banquet every two weeks commenc-
ing Thursday night, De¢. 10, by com-
mittee No, | with Ezra L. Smith, as
chairman, P. M. Smith, A. R. Smith,

Chas, H. Smith, Robert H. Smith, John
| A. Smith, Martin J. Smith and C. H,
| Smith, the farmer, and the other com
mittees to follow later in their regu-
lar order. Each committee will have
£5.00 from the lodge funds and the
balance of the expense of their ban-
quet and entertainment is to be made
up by the committee,

The first rank fee for each new
member secured by any of-the com-
mittees will be credited to the com-
mittee bringing in the petition and
will be paid over to the committee at
the time their banquet is served.

This is a very interesting and in-
viting arrangement and it is expected
that the members of Fitz-James lodge
will be partaking of some very elab-
orate spreads during the next twenty
weeks,

If a member misses one banquet,
he lacks just that much of getting
even with the other fellows or what
he has to put up for them,

The committees are as follows:

No. 1.—E. L. Smith, A, R. Smith,
Robt. Smith, C. H. Smith, P. M. Smith,
M. J. Smith, J. A. Smith, Farmer C,
H. Smith. ,

No. 2.—John Luchini, W. E. Baker,
A. E. Whiton, C. H. Breece, G. C. Gu-
lick, J. E. Wigging, G. H. Anderson,
Archie Brown, Lewis Keith, G. A.
Brown,

No. 3—W. A, Howlett, Otto Haw-
ley, Harry Tubbs, M. J. MePhee, F. O.
Grover, M. E. Root, C. 8. Hulse, J.
Barney, V. A, Miner, H. Hubbard.

No. 4.—B. J. Amsden, G. J. Maier,
W. Bainbridge, Ralph Bushee, Vietor
Reach, Will Bittner, E. B. Berman,
F. Nindorf, C. N, Crist.

No. 5.—~J. P. Losey, Howard Hoyt,
Otis Wilbur, H. J. Winehell, C. F. Hi-
cok, Geo. McMullen,»J. D. Spinney,
G. B. Porter, E. T. Lamb, Frank
Dietz.

No. 6.—Will Knudson, Caris Brown,

Lo

nor, DeWitt \-n-.lp:hf. V. S. Hollenbeck,
(i. A. Fink, C, G, Rhodes, J. 8. Knoert-
wer, M, I'rlll.l.-k}'. B. Mindel, F. E. Pal-
lazky.

No, 0,—J .G, White, O, Vibber, E,
R. Besore, A, Hunter, L. MeLane, F.
. Thornburgh, E. E. Halliwill, E. La
Fountain, Ed. Titus, H. Carmer.

No. 10,—J. D. Helman, Harry Rog-
ers, E. M. Ewing, P. 5. Story, George
Latimer, O, Sanderhoff, L. C
comb, Dune, MePhaul, J. H. Stickney
W. H. Parr,

A member has been placed in charge

Stinch

of !Hl' club rooms of the }{r::\’l;:- of
Pythias and they will be open from
10 a. m. to 10 p. m. on week day= and
from 1 p. m. to 6 p. m. on Sundays

'
On Sundays no games will be allowed
and the rooms will be |
purposes only.

13ed for reading

A PUBLIC CHRISTMAS TREE,

ans are no 1ein ade by
Plar w being made by a

Superior streets, anu around which a

old, who five in Alma and the sur-
rounding country. Detailed informa-
tion concerning it will be published
in these columns each week from now
till Christmas time.

ATTENTION.

The new Gratiot County Farm At-
las.is being sent to the agents for de-
livery to subscribers, If you have not
already subscribed for one, better see
the agent, as they are only made once
in 12 or 15 years. George Abbott is
the agent for Pine River township;
Howard Holmes, Areada township; B,
(. Markham, for Sumner and Seville;
(. W, Ferris, Bethany; Seth Sexton,
Wheeler and Lafayette; F. E. Slusser
and F. J, Kenneth, for the southeast
part of the county, and B, Rosback for
the southwest part of the county.
This is the best map you ever saw for
the money.

C. W. CHADWICK, Publisher,
E. A. BILLINGS, Field Man,

Allen Jackson and wife of Saginaw
and Walter Susting, of the Electrical
Vehicle Service Company, were guests
at the Jackson home, 414 Wright ave.
nue, Thanksgiving day.

Mr. and Mre, George Fisher spent
Thursday in Ithaca as the guest of

| Mrs. Fisher's parents,

POPLATON O ALRAIS 365, IGRESE

Accurate Canvass Shows that the Alma Record Enters Five Out of Eight Homes—Big
' Boost in Population Due to Many Causes.

perior, has more people in it than
all the others combined, it has only
a few more than a third of the total
number of 'homes. Families in this
ward are much larger than they are
in any of the other wards,

There are four times ad many peo-
ple in the First as in the Third ward,
but ogly twice as many houses. Ex-
Pra:si:?ent Theodore Roosevelt, who is
a strong opponent of race suicide,
wouldn't spend much time in decid-
ing with which of the two wards his
interests lay.

There are three hundred and twen-
ty-seven homes in Ward No. 1, one
hundred eighty-two in the Second, one
hundred sixty-seven in the Third and
one hundred sixty-four in the Fourth.
Even the last named with three less
homes has over one hundred more
people in it than the third.

The taking of the census brought!

out some curious facts, There are
five families in the city who have 11
members, though there are none of
more members, In six families there
are ten, while seven home groups
number nine, There are just twice
that number which have eight mem-
bers,

Right along with the growth of the
city in population has been the growth
of the Record. When the census was
taken in 1900 and again in 1910 ap-
proximately nine out of ten homes
took the Record. The same was true
of the last census which has been tak-
en. Though there was already a
large circulation in the city new sub.
scribers were added by the tens and
twenties and the ecity circulation of
the Record was hoosted several hun-
dred. :

During the ten years between 1000
and 1910 Alma increased in popula-
tion one hundred ninety-one or seven
per cent. During 1910 and 10914, just
four yenrs, it increased eight times as
fast. The three sets of figures

on

bounded by North State and East Su- |

No. T.—Henry Soule, James Kline,
C. A. Hicks, Muarlie Slingluff, J. B.|
Kernan I.“l}'li Prosch, G. W. Moore

\

|

|improved methods of handling

[ by several days, while

Alma’s numerical strength are as fol-

lows:

Past Beet Sugar Season Has
Been Geod, But 1915
Prospects are Better

SEETSWILL BAING 8900 PRICE

European War May Interfere With
Beet Seed Importation.

the
have
VOATS
g fail and some unlooked
crops up,
19156 nereage
's office. Dus
ing the first week alone they received
one-third many contracts as they
did all last season and several of the
field agents were yet to be heard
from. Six thousand acres were con-
tracted for last year. During the past

Next year the Alma plant of
Michizaun Sugar Company will
the best season that it has had i
unless ull sign

for circumstance
rendy contracts for
pouring into the company

for al

=

committee representative of the city | week over two thousand acres were as-
for a municipal Christmas tree to be | gigned by contract for the raising of
placed at the crossing of State and | beets,

Though somewhat shorter than usual

o "o ot e il |
celebration wiil be held Christmas eve. | o past season was very, successful
The tree is meant for all, young or, g5 hoth the growers and company:

The run consumed only 40 days, but
the factory was run to its full capa-
city and the work progressed with fine
results. The improved machinery and
the
heetz have shortened the season’s run
the efficient
managemeRt of Mr, Jotham Allen has
brought the factory up to a fine stand-
ard of efficiency.

Forty-two thousand tons of beets
were sliced and manufactured into ten
million, five hundred thousand pounds
of sugar. Thiz product will be in
great demand in the market owing to
the great needs of the warring nations
in Europe. Nine thousand five hun-
dred tons of coal were consumed dur-
ing the 40-day run and 2,700 tons of
lime rock. Coke wns also used quite
extensively this year, 300 tons of this
article finding its way into the com-
pany's furnaces.

During the run 3560 men were em-
ployed and approximately $40,000 was
paid out in wages to them. Two hun-
dred thousand dollars went to the far-
mere for the beets,

The light tonnage for the 1014 sea-
son was due for the most part to the
three violent rains which fell in quick
succession during the early growth of
the beets. Many acres of the most

promigzing beets were destroyed while

THURSDAY AFTERNOON, DECEMBER 3, 1914

are |

' 1900 ...... 2560

: 1910 . 2577

! 1914 . o 4369
The reason for this phenomenal

growth in population lies without a
doubt in the unusual growth of Al-
ma's industries and the increasing
number of these industries. Since the
national census was taken Libby, Mc-
Neil & Libby have built their modern
facteries here and have employed
large numbers of men, the Republic
Motor Truck Co. has heen making
great strides and is now one of the
most promising automobile firms in
the state, and Swift & Co. have great-
ly enlarged the capacity of their al.
ready large plant and have added the
| duck farm, The rapidly increasing
| business of the Home Lumber and
Fuel Co., the Standard Foundry &
Manufacturing Co. and the Alma
plant of the Michigan Sugar Co., has
also contributed its quota,

Probably the greatest factor of
them all is the progressive spirit
which pervades every enterprise and
every buginess man who has the best
interesta of the city at heart. The
| women of the Civie League have fos-
tered this spirit also and have render-
|ed great services by insisting most
persistently upon a more beautiful
Alma. Every stranger seeking a resi-
dence in Alma has been accorded the
heartiest welcome. Every honest en-
terprise which has sought a field of
operation in Alma has found a com-
munity where the individual interests
are always subordinated to the inter-
ests of the public and where “the best
for the most” is the rule of action.

Alma ecitizens will watch with in- |

terest the growth of the ecity from
1014 to 1920, At the present rate o
population Ancreéase only a hazardous
Fguesg could be made as
who will claim Alma as
in 1920,

Elsewhere in the Record will be
found an affidavit sworn to by Mr.
Pettyjohn that all of the obove fig-

ures are absolutely correct.

they were [ de

in their early stag:
velapment. :

The officers of the local plant are
confident that next year will see the
finest sugar beeot geason that the far
mers and company have yet enjoved

At present there seems to be one
obstacle which may pecessitate the
l‘.|.'"};. making of heet miracts,
the company will be restricted from

ring a large surplus of seed. Th

European war has ruine

F-l Ol

i the industry

in Germany and France and as all
American bect gugar factories are de-
;-l':';-il_q;f ipon Lhese countne for a
supply of seed to furnigh the farmers,
the cantract acreage may be forced to
be limited. Ti fact may cause the
| company to recetve only enriy applica-
tions, In this cuse 1L wilhhe "the early
ird wels the worm.”

However, despite this obstacle which

| may present itself the 1011
| promizes to be a bumper one for both

the farmer and the company,

A SWORN STATEMENT

Minh,, Sept. 10, 191}

that I bave com.
pleted a house to house canvass for sub
seriptions in the foaur wards of the city

of Alma and tind that the Alma Record

Alma
This is to certify

Alma, I also took the census of the city
of Alma and find the population to be
{forty three bundred and gixty six.

Chas. E. Pettyjohn

Sabseribed and sworn to before me

this 20d day of December A D, 1914,

Carl H. Washbarn.
Notary Public in and for Gratiot
County, Mich, my commission expires
Fob. 15, 1916.

AN UNEXPECTED GUEST

College Seniors to that play
Thursday Dec. 10th in college chapel.

The dramatic talenr in senior
class of the Collegeewill give the clever
farce, ““An Unexpected Guest'' in the
college chapel Thureday evening Dec-
ember 10th at eight o'clock. The ocast
yave heen carefully selected and well
trained and the production promises to
to be the best of the vear.

Paul Austin, Margaret Alleu, Claravce
Goodrich and Bryson MceCloy will play
leading purts, while Joseph Kenaedy an
actor of great ability is coaching the
players,

With such talent in the cast “An 1'n.
expected Guest” shonld draw a large
crowd. A nominal sdmission of vwenty

give

the

served] penats,

Mre, W, D. Strong returned Wed.-
nesday to her home in Alma, after
spending & few days with daughter,
Mrs. A R. Cleland.—St. Johns News,

to the number |
a residence .

enters five out of eight of the honses of |

five cents will be charged with no re- |

CORD.

GEORGE CULVER PASSES AWAY.

Mr, George Culver, whom we men-
tioned lnst week as being very sick,
died last week Tuesday at the home
of his daughter, Ada Leonard, where
he has had his home for the last 14
years. Mr. Culver was born in Nor-
wich, Conn., April 18th, 1834, He was
married in 1854, One child was born
to this union, Mrs, Nettie Kinne, of
Norwich, Conn, Hiz wife died in 1856,
| He came to Michigan and married Ro-
wene Willlams of Coe. To thiz union
. was born nine children, of which six

survive—George Culver and Ada Leo-
nard of Coe; Hattie Kingsbury of
Shepherd; Luella Gimmey of Mt
| Pleasant: Eno Laws, of Carson: Ern-
[ est Culver of Ashley; also two sisters
| mnd two brothers, are left to mourn
his loss. His second wife died May
24, 1808, Mr, Culver was baptized
into the Church of Christ at Coe on
Jan. 18, 1883, and lived a Christian
life up to the time of his departure
to the kingdom of God, Nov. 24, 1914,
The funera! was held at the school-
house Saturday afternoon. Elder
Keech conducted the services. The
remains were laid to rest in* the Coe
cemetery beside those of his wife. The
family extend their heartfelt thanks
to the friends who assisted them at the
time of his sickness and t the Ladies’
Aid society for their beautiful floral
offerings.

MR g

Alma Will Have  Its First
., Municipal Tree

CHURGHES UNITE N PROJECT

| Splendid Enthusiasm for this Holi-

| day Feature Being Shown,

Plans are under consideration among
the various Sunday School organiza-
and the League of the

city for the 8 Municipal
Christmas Tree celebration on Christ
mas eve for the benefit of all of the

Civie

tions

holding of

littie children of the city. The offi-
vers of the different Sunday schools
nre considering the plan and if it is
approved by all of them Alma will
nave her fu Municipal Christmas
I'!'r--'.

all
will be

eccented by

If the propositon is o

the schools s wimmoth tree

wed on the cormer of Superior and
State strects, It will be decorated ns
nly a Christimas tree can be decor-
wted and will bear on it presents {for
evely chidd in the city. A large choir
will be formed and will march from

distance to the trée zinging carols,
and when 1"'u!,':.:!:[ aboy the tree
W grive a1 short [ ¢carol
Recjtations will nr Yy be mads
omie of the children, and an-hone
ta-goodiness Santa Claus with a few
helpers will distribute an orange and
a bag of candy to every ld present

A Municipal Christmas Tree the
hig feature of the year and celebira
in many cities and has been a
universal sucecess and that it, would
be a splendid thing for Alma goes

aying. It will take the place
nf the individual Sunday School exer.
3 and trees and will be a fine thing
for the children not in attendance ot
any of the Sunday schools.
Commitiges

Finanee - Oharles Ward, Henry

Soule, Rev. G, H, Carl, Chas, Dutt.
| Arrangements:—Rey, |, Frank Jack-
son, Chairman, Prof. A, F, Schaltz. .
| G. Rhodes, L. A, Sharp, Rev. Wm, H,
| Mason, Rev. T. G. R, Brownlow, O, H.
Washbarn.

Sub.commiliee on arcangements—NMrs,
Rhodes, Mre. W. Roland, Mrs D. W. Elli-
son, Dr,. Blaisdell, Rev.J. W, Priest, Mry,
Kate Coddington.

Committee on Music
Chairman—R, F. Veatch, G, V.
Wright, Miss Sadie DMessinger Miss

Bertha McClaren, Miss Mulvey.

The High basket ball men held their
first practice Monday night. A big
crowd of boys were on hand and the
prospects are good for a winning
team this winter. Captain Perry has
a fine lot of veterans to pick from as
| well as plenty of new men who have
|as yet to show their various abilities.
| A Christmas trip through Southern
| Michigan will be taken and Albion,
Mason and other city schools will be
| played. If the baseball team is as
successful as the football team was
‘ Alma High will have a great team,

| NOTICE

! The new issue of Union Telephone
| Co. dlrectory will be out about Jan. 1st,
Any of our sabseribers desiring any
change made in their Jisting o f Street
nddress should notify the officer befors
Dec. 15, Anyone contemplating hav.
ing a phons installed should subscribe
now 50 their names will appear in the

new Zirectory.
-

*

'WHOLE NUMBER 1864

Big Union Services in Baptist
Church November 26.

AEV. MASON DELIVERS ADDRESS

Fine Music and Splendid Services
are Enjoyed by Large Crowd

Union Thanksgiving services were
held by most of the churches ir the
Baptist church last Monday morning
with Rev., William Mason delivering
the germon, He gave expression to
some fine thoughts and his message
was greatly appreciated by all pres-
ent. . Special music was rendered by
the Baptist church choir.

In substance, Mr. Muszon's sermon
was as follows:

Text—I1 Chronicles 16-34,

“(), give thanks unto the Lord, for
He is good: for His merey endureth
forever,”

It is a good thing to give thanks
unto the Lord. Even a dog licks the
hand that feeds it. Yet while it is
very common for us to look to God
for blessing, it is by no means so com-
mon for us to give any adequate ex-
pression of our gratitude to God for
his wonderful bounty and care, There
is an old legend which tells of two an-
| gels—the Angel of Requests and the
| Angel of Thanksgiving—Ileaving heav-
en to gather the petitions of men to
’ht' carried up to God. Each angel
| earried a great basket in his hand.
The Angel of Requests soon had his
hasket full and he carried it back to
God. But after a long guest the An-
| el of Thanksgiving had to return to
| God with his basket only sparsely fill-
. You say, “That is only a legend.”
| But there were ten lepers who were
healed in the olden times and only one
returned to acknowledge the blessing.
We to God whenever we are sore- ©
ly in need of help, but how often do
wo remember thank God for the
many good things with which He is
continually enriching our lives? Sure-
ly every one can find something for
which to give God thanks! Thales, the
old Greel Il]l‘:!l'\ﬁﬁ?‘l r. :II“‘:i}‘:-‘ !}ml K- :

for three things—first,

ed thi
was 8 human being and not a

| e,

B g
ey

to

Fols

that he

heast: second, that he was a Greek
and not a barbarian; third, that he
was o man and not a woman. While
the ground of his gratitude may not
have been of the noblest sort, the fact

that he was grateful at all is worthy
of praise,

Thanksgiving 1= distinctively an
Ameriean holiday. As such it ought
to appeal to our highest instinets of
patriotism. During the last century
not g few decidedly un-American in-
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nto our American life,

Th A time when America
had a =sabbath. But today there is a
very widespread and insistent move-
ment to replace it with the European
Sabbath, which is void of all rever-
ence and all worthy worship and praise

In view of the all but universal di
pogition to devole l:'ui'. |f¢1 to pleas-
ure and the pursuit of profit it needs
o be snid with all emphasis that when
this nation forsakes the Sabbath and

the God of the Sabbath, the day of
the nation’s decay I at hand,

Thanksgiving is distinectively a re-
ligious holiday. It carries in it the
| thought of God, and God is the most
flagrantly neglected factor in our mod-
ern American life. Business iz too
universally barren of God. Much that
pasges for society is without God.
Education too frequently presumes to
reckon without God. Even churches,
“People's Churches” and “Churches of
the World,” try to get on without God.
In our pride and prosperity we boast
| of our independence of God. Yet every
| one is absolutely dependent upon God.
| The whole world would starve in a
single twelve-month were it not for
| the harvest covenant of the covenant-
keeping God, Starvation is only 12
| months away from America, the most
| favored nation in the world. Europe
|is only six months ahead of starva-
[ tion, But India is only thirty days in
i advance of starvation. What does this
mean? It means that if there should
be just one crop-failure throughout
the world the last man and the last
woman, and the last child in all the
world would perigh from hunger in
a single year. eére 18 there room
| for any pride of independence?

This day ought, therefore, to be
kept sacred to worship and praise. It
| should never be dedicated to unbridied
|!i¢ense or unrestrained carousal. If
thanksgiving standa for anything, it
| stands for the public and private ac-
knowledgement of earth’s obligation
to God, and to suffer this sentiment to
be slain in the house of self-gratifiea-
tion and self-indulgence, iz to infliet
n most serious wound upon the na-
tion and the nation's flag and also to
offer an offence to God who has cloth-
ed the nation with blessing and grac-
ed the flag with glory. Some one
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